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Achievement  Testing 


Achievement  tests? 

We  students  will  help  you  find  out  all  about  them! 
Just  follow  us... 
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Aysna 

EDUCATION 


LET'S  SHOW  THEM 
HOW  WE'RE  DOING! 


The  achievement  tests  are  provincial  tests 
in  language  arts,  social  studies,  science  and 
mathematics.  The  tests  are  based  on 
provincial  standards  for  what  students  are 
expected  to  know  in  each  of  these  subject 
areas. 

All  Alberta  students  in  grades  3,  6 and  9 
are  expected  to  write  the  provincial  tests 
for  their  grade  levels.  A small  number  of 
students  in  special  circumstances,  who 
would  be  unable  to  respond  at  all  to  the 
test  or  who  would  be  harmed  by  the  testing 
may  be  excused  by  a superintendent. 

Special  provisions  will  be  made  for  stu- 
dents with  physical  and  learning  disabili- 
ties who  need  assistance  to  write  the  tests. 

-¥hat  is  the  purpose  of  the 
achievement  tests? 

Alberta  Education  uses  the  tests  to  gather 
information  about  the  level  of  achievement 
of  students  throughout  Alberta.  We  report 
how  well  students  are  meeting  provincial 
standards.  School  boards,  superintendents, 
principals  and  teachers  use  test  results  to 
help  them  identify  strengths  and  weak- 
nesses in  local  programs  and  to  make 
improvements. 


^.-sow  ai'e  tests  deveioped? 

Alberta  Education  and  classroom  teachers, 
in  cooperation  with  school  districts,  work 
together  to  develop  the  provincial  achieve- 
ment tests.  All  questions  are  field  tested 
with  grades  3,  6 or  9 students  before  being 
used  on  provincial  tests.  Questions  have  to 
be  clear  to  students,  or  we  don’t  include 
the  questions. 

What  changes  will  be 
introduced  in  1995? 

All  tests  will  be  given  annually  at  the  end 
of  the  school  year.  Grade  3 students  will 
write  tests  in  mathematics  and  language 
arts.  Grades  6 and  9 students  will  write 
tests  in  language  arts,  mathematics,  science 
and  social  studies.  In  the  past,  students 
wrote  a test  in  one  subject  each  year. 
Subjects  were  rotated  on  a four-year  basis. 

Another  important  change  is  that  teachers 
may  mark  the  tests  locally  and  use  the 
results  as  part  of  students’  final  grades. 
Teachers  may  use  the  provincial  tests  in 
place  of  similar  classroom,  school  or 
district  year-end  tests.  This  will  reduce 
duplication  of  effort  and  costs. 


ALL  OF  US 
WRITE  TESTS. 


In  June,  your  son  or  daughter  in  Grade  3 u)iU  write  provincial  achievement 
tests  in  math  and  language  arts.  Students  in  grades  6 and  9 will  also  write 
achievement  tests. 

This  year,  the  testing  program  has  expanded  to  provide  better  information 
about  how  well  students  are  meeting  provincial  standards.  Tests  will  be  given 
annually.  ' . , ■ 

The  changes  being  introduced  in  1995  are  described  below  in  the  answers  to 
parents'  questions. 
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How  long  will  these  tests 
take  to  write? 

The  Grade  3 language  arts  test  has  two 
parts:  reading  and  writing.  Each  takes  one 
hour.  The  multiple-choice  test  for  math- 
ematics will  also  take  about  one  hour.  At 
grades  6 and  9,  the  written  section  of  the 
language  arts  test  will  take  about  two 
hours,  and  the  reading  section  one  and 
one-half  hours.  Multiple-choice  tests  in  each 
of  the  other  three  subject  areas  will  also 
take  about  one  and  one-half  hours. 

Suitable  breaks  will  be  provided  for 
students.  For  example,  the  Grade  3 math- 
ematics test  is  divided  into  two  parts  with 
a break  in  the  middle.  Also,  tests  can  be 
written  over  several  days  so  that  only  one 
test  would  be  written  in  a day. 


evaluated  only  by  the  classroom  teacher. 

A single  test  cannot  reveal  as  much  about  a 
student’s  development  and  growth  as  can 
evaluation  by  the  classroom  teacher  over 
the  course  of  a school  year. 

How  are  the  tests  marked? 

Local  marking  is  done  by  classroom 
teachers  who  are  provided  with  scoring 
guides. 

Provincial  marking  is  done  by  selected 
classroom  teachers  who  meet  to  mark  the 
written  part  of  the  language  arts  test. 
Alberta  Education  staff  provide  training  to 
the  teachers  and  carry  out  regular  reliabil- 
ity checks  during  marking.  Multiple-choice 
questions  are  machine-scored. 


WE  HAVE  BREAKS 
TO  HELP  US  DO 
OUR  BEST. 


When  will  the  tests  be 
written? 

Students  will  do  the  written  part  of  the 
language  arts  tests  in  late  May  or  early 
June  and  the  rest  of  the  tests  in  the  last 
half  of  June. 

Do  the  provincial 
achievement  tests  test 
everything? 

No.  Paper-and-pencil  tests  cannot  easily 
measure  such  things  as  laboratory  skills, 
creative  thinking  or  oral  language  expres- 
sion. Some  student  strengths  can  be 


Will  these  tests  affect  my 
child's  final  grades? 

The  teacher  is  in  charge  of  classroom 
assessment.  Each  individual  teacher  will 
decide  whether  to  mark  the  test  and  use 
the  results  in  arriving  at  a final  grade  for 
your  child. 

The  teacher  may  use  the  marks  for  the 
whole  test  or  part  of  the  test  along  with 
other  assessment  information.  If  teachers 
use  the  marks  from  the  entire  test,  the 
results  will  reflect  the  provincial  standard 
best. 

...continued  on  page  8 


OUR  TEACHER 
LOOKS  AT  LOTS  OF  OUR 
OTHER  WORK  TOO. 
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Provincial  Standards 
and  Sample  Questions 


The  following  is  a short  list  of  what  students  should  know  by  the  end  of  Grade  J.  You  can  get  a more 
complete  description  through  discussion  of  your  child’s  educational  program  with  his/her  teacher. 

Below  are  some  sample  questions.  The  questions  give  you  a first-hand  look  at  what  provincial  achieve- 
ment tests  are  all  about.  We  have  reduced  the  actual  print  size  and  changed  the  format  to  fit  the  limited 
space  available  in  this  Parent  Guide.  The  tests  are  much  friendlier  for  students.  The  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions are  on  page  1. 

Grade  3 Mathematics  Standards 


Students  are  expected  to  be  able  to: 

• use  numbers  from  tenths  to  thousands 

• use  fractions  (fifths,  tenths)  and  relate  tenths  to  decimals 

• represent  numbers  using  objects,  pictures  and  symbols 

• recall  addition  and  subtraction  facts  (to  18),  and  multiplication  and  division  facts  (to  45) 

• estimate,  measure  and  compare  quantities  of  times,  length,  capacity,  mass  and  money 

• classify,  name  and  construct  three-dimensional  objects  and  two-dimensional  shapes 

• interpret  data  using  charts  and  graphs  and  be  familiar  with  hand  calculators  and  computers  as  appropriate 


Grade  3 Mathematics  Sample  Questions 

Read  this  and  then  answer  the  questions  below. 

VACATION  TIME! 

Pretend  your  friends  came  to  Calgary  to  take  a trip  with  you.  You  picked  them 
up  at  the  Calgary  Airport  and  left  on  your  trip.  First,  you  went  camping  and  saw 
the  sights  in  Banff  National  Park.  Then  you  went  to  your  Uncle  Walter's  and 
Aunt  Vi's  farm.  Finally,  you  returned  to  Calgary. 


1.  Your  friends  arrived  on  the  last  Saturday  in  June.  Shade  in  that  square  on  the  calendar. 


June  1993 


SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY 
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2.  The  distance  meter  on  your  car  read  517  km  when  you  left  the  airport. 
The  meter  read  692  km  when  you  arrived  at  Banff. 


At  Airport 


At  Banff 


How  far  did  you  travel  from  the  airport  to  Banff? 

O 157  km 
O 175  km 
O 517  km 
O 715  km 

3.  When  you  got  to  Banff,  you  drove  7 blocks,  turned  left,  and  went  5 more  blocks. 
You  turned  left  again  and  drove  1 more  block  to  get  to  the  Tourist 
Information  Centre. 

How  many  blocks  did  you  travel  in  all? 

O 12 
O 13 
O 14 
O 15 


From  Banff,  you  went  to  your  aunt's  and  uncle's  farm. 


Use  this  information  to  answer  question  4. 


Uncle  Walter  has  ten  milk  cows.  Six  of  the  cows  are  being  fed  a special 
diet  of  hay  and  vitamins.  Four  of  the  cows  are  being  fed  only  hay. 


4.  Which  rectangle  shows  the  fraction  of  cows  that  are  being  fed  a SPECIAL  DIET? 


5.  Aunt  Vi  watched  the  plants  in  her  garden  sprout.  She  saw  that: 

- the  carrots  sprouted  before  the  beans 

- the  corn  sprouted  after  the  beans,  and 

- the  potatoes  sprouted  before  the  carrots. 

What  is  the  order  in  which  the  plants  sprouted? 

O Potatoes,  corn,  carrots,  beans 
O Corn,  potatoes,  carrots,  beans 
O Carrots,  corn,  beans,  potatoes 
O Potatoes,  carrots,  beans,  corn 


Graide  Artn  Standards 


Through  reading,  writing,  listening,  speaking  and  viewing  activities,  students  are  expected  to  be  able  to: 

• read  and  understand  Grade  3 level  reading  material 

• describe  and  respond  to  the  events  and  characters  in  literature 

• look  for  information  and  answers  to  questions  using  different  sources 

• communicate  information,  ideas  and  opinions  to  familiar  audiences  for  a specific  purpose 

• use  complete  sentences  and  correct  spelling  for  commonly  used  words 

Grade  3 Language  Art:^  Sample  Questions 
A:  Waiting 

Students  are  provided  with  a picture  and  a brief  explanation  as  a prompt  for  their  writing.  Students  choose  the  format  (story, 
letter  or  diary/journal  entries)  that  will  allow  them  to  do  their  best  writing.  Students  have  60  minutes  to  complete  their  writing. 

Students’  writing  is  evaluated  on  what  they  say  and  how  well  they  say  it.  The  scoring  categories  are  content,  organization, 
sentence  structure,  vocabulary  and  conventions  (spelling,  grammar  and  punctuation).  Content  and  organization  are  weighted  twice 
as  much  as  each  of  the  other  categories  in  arriving  at  an  overall  score  for  students’  writing. 

Part  B:  Reading 

I.  Read  the  following  story  and  answer  questions  1 to  3. 

from  STREGA  NONA 

Strega  Nona  was  getting  old,  and  she  needed  someone  to  help  her 
keep  her  little  house  and  garden,  so  she  put  up  a sign  in  the  town  square. 

Big  Anthony,  who  didn't  pay  attention,  went  to  see  Strega  Nona. 

"Anthony,"  said  Strega  Nona,  "you  must  sweep  the  house  and  wash 
the  dishes.  You  must  weed  the  garden  and  pick  the  vegetables.  You  must 
feed  the  goat  and  milk  her.  And  you  must  fetch  the  water.  For  this,  I will 
give  you  three  coins  and  a place  to  sleep  and  food  to  eat." 

"Oh,  grazia,"  said  Big  Anthony. 

"The  one  thing  you  must  never  do,"  said  Strega  Nona,  "is  touch  the 
pasta  pot.  It  is  very  valuable  and  I don't  let  anyone  touch  it! " 

"Oh,  si,  yes,"  said  Big  Anthony. 

Tomie  de  Paola 

1.  Two  of  Anthony’s  chores  are  to 

O weed  the  garden  and  fetch  the  water 
O vacuum  the  house  and  wash  the  dishes 
O buy  the  food  and  feed  the  goat 
O wash  the  dishes  and  cook  the  vegetables 

2.  The  problem  in  this  story  is  PROBABLY  that  Anthony  will 
O find  a new  job 

O steal  from  Strega  Nona 
O touch  the  pasta  pot 
O not  do  his  chores 

3.  The  meaning  of  the  underlined  word  valuable  is 
O worth  a lot  of  money 

O not  very  useful 
O worth  very  little  money 
O not  easy  to  hold 


n.  Read  the  recipe  below  and  answer  questions  4 and  5. 

POPULAR  PLAY  DOUGH 

Ingredients: 

250  mL  flour 
75  mL  salt 

30  mL  cream  of  tartar 
250  mL  water 
10  mL  food  colouring 

Steps: 

1.  Mix  the  first  three  ingredients  in  a medium-sized  pot. 

2.  After  mixing  well,  stir  in  water  and  food  colouring. 

3.  Stir  and  cook  for  3-5  minutes. 

4.  When  the  dough  forms  a ball,  remove  from  the  pot. 

5.  Cool  for  a few  minutes  and  knead. 

6.  Store  the  dough  in  a tightly  covered  container. 

4.  The  dough  should  be  stored  in 
O the  refrigerator 

O a tightly  covered  container 
O the  freezer 
O a breadbox 

5.  The  ingredients  are  heated  after  the 

O first  three  ingredients  are  well  blended 
O dough  forms  a ball 

O water  and  food  colouring  have  been  added 
O dough  is  kneaded 


Mathematics  Answers 


Language  Arts  Answers 


1.  shades  correct  date  (June  26) 

2.  175  km 

3.  13 

4.  I M I I M I I I I 


1.  weed  the  garden  and  fetch  the  water 

2.  touch  the  pasta  pot 

3.  worth  a lot  of  money 

4.  a tightly  covered  container 

5.  water  and  food  colouring  have  been  added 


5.  Potatoes,  carrots,  beans,  corn 


What  use  is  made  of  the 
results? 


DID  YOU  DO  THIS 
WHEN  YOU  WENT 
TO  SCHOOL? 


After  each  student’s  work  is  marked, 

Alberta  Education  analyzes  the  results  and 
prepares  school,  district  and  provincial 
reports.  These  reports  show  how  well 
students  did  in  relation  to  provincial 
standards.  School  staff,  in  consultation 
with  their  school  councils,  look  at  the 
school  report  to  see  where  their  students 
did  well  and  where  learning  could  be 
improved.  The  principal,  teachers,  parents 
and  the  community  use  these  results  and 
other  local  information  to  improve  learning 
opportunities  for  their  students. 

Similarly,  the  school  board  and  the  superin- 
tendent look  at  the  district  report  to  see 
how  district-wide  programs  can  be  im- 
proved for  students. 

Alberta  Education  looks  at  the  provincial 
report  for  ways  to  improve  provincial 
curricula,  programs  and  policies.  In  this 
way,  everyone  works  together  to  help  all 
students  learn  to  their  potential. 


S find  out  how  my  child 
did  Oil  the  achievement 

test.^? 


Yes.  We  prepare  a chart  or  profile  showing 
your  child’s  performance  in  relation  to 
provincial  standards  on  each  test.  We  will 


send  the  profile  to  the  school  that  your 
child  will  be  attending  in  September.  If  we 
do  not  know  which  school,  we  will  send 
the  profile  to  the  school  where  your  child 
wrote  the  achievement  tests. 

Where  can  I get  more 
information  about  the 
Achievement  Testing 
Program? 

Bulletins  describing  the  coming  year’s 
achievement  tests  are  sent  to  schools  in  the 
fall.  These  bulletins  show  the  types  of 
questions  students  will  be  asked  and  may 
be  used  to  prepare  students  for  the  provin- 
cial tests.  A general  information  bulletin  on 
the  administration  of  the  program  is  sent 
to  schools  too.  You  can  request  copies  of 
these  bulletins  from  the  school  or  from 
Alberta  Education. 

SViore  questions? 

If  you  have  additional  questions  or  com- 
ments about  achievement  testing,  please 
speak  with  your  child’s  teacher  or  school 
principal,  or  contact: 

Achievement  Testing  Team 
Student  Evaluation  Branch  ' 

Alberta  Education 
(403)  427-0010 

To  be  connected  toll-free  in  Alberta,  dial 
310-0000. 


Students 

First! 


Student  Evaluation 


